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August 2020 - Wallingford Accessible Boat Club celebrates the return of its 
Wheelyboat to the water.  

 
The Wallingford Accessible Boat Club (WABC) is tonight celebrating the return to the river of its 
Wheelyboat, WOW-one. It was launched in the centre of Wallingford today and made its debut run 
upstream to Benson Weir and then all the way downstream to Goring.  River goers from bankside and 
passing boat traffic clapped and waved as this graceful craft slipped by. 
 
WOW-one had over-wintered in its secure location since October last year but its emergence due in 
March was interrupted by the onset of lockdown and only now has the Club deemed it sufficiently ‘covid-
safe’ to risk returning it to the water. Now the craft will spend the rest of the season – until end 
September time – undergoing training and familiarisation sessions for all the Club’s volunteer crew 
members. 
 
John Jenkins MBE, Chairman of Trustees, exclaimed ” It was a great feeling getting out there on the river 
today.  WOW-one handled perfectly, certainly none the worse for its extended ‘rest period’.  The number 
of river-lovers taking advantage of the bright but chilly day that waved us ‘good fortune’ was amazing 
and extremely heart- warming.  It is so good to be out on the river again! “   
Jenkins continued: “Due to the pandemic we have lost a lot of time this year and are now looking at 
Spring 2021 before we can offer our planned service to disabled and other immobile people to get them 
out on the river.  Over the winter period we shall hopefully complete our site preparations of our base in 
central Wallingford and be in a good position to formally launch the Wallingford Accessible Boat Club 
and Wow-one for public use.” 
 
For more please contact John Jenkins on 07976 297835 or email  john.jenkins@wabc.org.uk 
 


